11 November 2011

LIFESAVING SMARTPHONE APP AWARDED BUPA FOUNDATION PRIZE
A smartphone application, credited with helping save lives in the Scottish Highlands, has won acclaim from the Bupa Foundation. 
Doctors Dave McKean, Paul Campbell and Alasdair Corfield from Scotland’s Emergency Retrieval Service (EMRS) were awarded at the annual Bupa Foundation Prize dinner last night, for creating the app which successfully helps clinicians reach and treat patients in remote areas of rural Scotland. They received a cheque for £15,000, to extend their research and further develop the app.

Around 1 in 10 of Scotland’s population live in remote or rural areas, an hour or more away from hospitals or other medical facilities, presenting difficulties for healthcare professional’s providing critical care in these areas. This is exacerbated by the numerous islands, mountains and inlets on the rugged coastline of the country. 

The airborne EMRS was established to help speed up access to treatment, but found that its service was often hampered by a reliance on telephones which could lead to delays in receiving critical information. The app helps eliminate this and allows clinicians to access the information they need wherever they are.
The app, which has been in development since 2009 provides members of Scotland’s Emergency Medical Retrieval Service (EMRS)with real time clinical information access to standard operating procedure (SOPs) and information on the availability of specific facilities in remote areas of the country. This allows timely decisions around triage and transfer. 
The EMRS since it has been formally evaluated has been credited with saving an additional 8 lives for every 100 patients. The app has played a significant role in this.
On winning the award, Dr Alasdair Corfield, commented:

“Every second counts in emergency situations, and the app helps me and the team at the Emergency Medical Retrieval Service ensure faster, smoother treatment of critically ill patients. Winning the Bupa Foundation prize will allow us to expand the app further to include information about the availability of intensive care beds and to improve how we collect vital clinical information.”
Bupa’s group medical director and deputy chairman of the Bupa Foundation, Dr Andrew Vallance-Owen, said:

“Smartphones and tablets are revolutionising the way we access and use information in all walks of life. The team from Scotland’s Emergency Medical Retrieval Service have successfully shown how this technology can be harnessed to enhance clinical performance and improve patient care and we are delighted to award them a Bupa Foundation Prize.”
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Notes to editors
About the Bupa Foundation

The Bupa Foundation is an independent charitable organisation that funds medical research into the prevention, relief and cure of sickness and ill health.  Since 1979 The Bupa Foundation has awarded grants in excess of £26 million to medical research and healthcare initiatives across a range of disciplines from surgery to occupational health.  Further information on the Bupa Foundation is available at www.bupafoundation.co.uk.

On average Bupa donates £2.5 million to the Bupa Foundation every year. The vast majority of grants in the UK go to medical research teams in NHS hospitals.

The Bupa Foundation Dinners are held annually to recognise excellence in medical research and healthcare.  The four categories are – Healthy Lives, Vitality for Life, Patients as Partners and Technology for Healthy Outcomes. Prize winners receive a cheque for £15,000.  

