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If you are developing a proposal for a research study that will involve patients in the NHS, and your study is eligible for the Clinical Research Network (CRN) Portfolio the CRN can offer you guidance on the practical aspects of delivering your study in the NHS environment. 

The NIHR Coordinated System for gaining NHS Permission (NIHR CSP) is the entry point for non-commercial studies applying for inclusion in the NIHR CRN Portfolio.

Studies which are automatically eligible for the NIHR CRN Portfolio are those that:

· have the majority of their research funding provided by the NIHR, other areas of Government and NIHR non-commercial Partners, including cancer studies agreed by CTAAC 

· fulfil the Eligibility Criteria definition of a ‘research study’ i.e. a structured activity which is intended to provide new knowledge which is generalisable (ie of value to others in a similar situation) and intended for wider dissemination 

· require NIHR Clinical Research Network support
NIHR non-commercial Partners
NIHR non-commercial Partners are those organisations that:

· award research funds as a result of open competition across England with high quality peer review; and 

· fund research that is of clear value to the NHS; and 

· take account of Department of Health and NHS priorities and needs in their research funding strategies

The Bupa Foundation is an NIHR partner. 

Early involvement with the Clinical Research Network can make a real difference to the deliverability of your study.
Through the Clinical Research Network, researchers have access to a wide range of support at the planning, set-up and delivery phases of a study.
Please see the CRN website http://www.crncc.nihr.ac.uk/researchers for details.
This information is primarily aimed at non-commercial researchers (that is, those who are based in universities, the NHS or public sector organisations). 

The Bupa Foundation does not fund research by commercial companies but CRN advice for researchers in life sciences companies may be found on http://www.crncc.nihr.ac.uk/Life+sciences+industry
